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After a number of years of planning and promoting member engagement opportunities, in the Fall of 2016, the 

Member Engagement Committee was officially proposed.  An invitation was sent out to our membership to 

invite those interested in becoming a member of the committee, and a five person committee was formed.   

 

The Member Engagement Committee was created with the vision to help provide, promote, and support 

member involvement for union events, opportunities, and union causes locally, provincially, and beyond.  This 

year’s committee met several time throughout the year to help plan activities to engage our membership.  The 

Member Engagement Committee promoted member involvement in partnership with the Bluewater Teacher 

Local’s Free Skate in Walkerton, and the Teacher Curling Bonspiel in Durham.  In addition, the Member 

Engagement Committee was actively involved in promoting the Bluewater OT Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

where we continued to offer a free book resource, more incentives for first time AGM attendees with the gift 

card giveaway, and the continuation of the OT and LTO awards program, and the Welcoming Schools Award 

where we will honour two schools that create welcoming environments for occasional teachers.  The committee 

also has set the foundation for the continuation of social nights and coffee talks throughout the Bluewater 

jurisdiction, as well as the continuation of the name tag initiative where members can request a nametag to be 

used as daily occasional teachers.  Looking into the future, we are discussing future activities including 

providing the opportunity for members to order Bluewater OT Local clothing (sweaters, t-shirts), as well as the 

potential opportunity to connect members to community events such as trivia nights, adult spelling bees, and 

other competitions.  Future events also include a paint nite where members can let their “artistic side”, which 

will be taking place in Owen Sound on Thursday, June 1st starting at 5pm with refreshments and the paint nite 

begins at 6pm. 

 

A special Member Engagement Committee initiative with an Equity focus is the introduction of the Good Food 

Box program to the membership.  The Good Food Box program is run by the Grey-Bruce Health Unit with the 

focus of improving access to nutritious foods at a reasonable price on a monthly basis.  Each box contains 10-15 

different types of fruits and vegetables for the monthly price of $15, regardless of income.  Making connections 

with this program has helped members promote healthy eating within the school and local communities, in 

addition to help provide resources for reasonably priced food.  Information is being circulated regarding how 

you can sign up for the program and how you can help the program through volunteering at one of the local 

locations.         

 

Thank you to Andrew Chittka (Secretary), Amanda Anderson, Jessie Lamberti, and Kaitlyn Gravett for their 

work in organizing and implementing the activities for the committee.  We are always looking for ideas and 

suggestions for events and activities that will benefit our members!  If you are interested in joining the 

committee, look out for the invitation in the Fall! 
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