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November 12, 2013 – Possibilities: Addressing Poverty in Elementary Schools 

Presenter: Jim Giles, ETFO Professional Services  

 

This joint OT-Teacher Local half day workshop provided participants with practical strategies to address 

the academic and non-academic needs of students and their families experiencing poverty. Each 

participant received the ETFO resource, “Possibilities” featuring first-hand examples of school based 

innovations and initiatives from ETFO’s Poverty and Education Project.  

 

November 26, 2013 – Savvy Science: Grade 7/8 Science & Technology  

Presenter: Julie Arsenault-Howick, ETFO Presenter Niagara Teacher Local 

 

This workshop focused on inquiry which is a vital component of the intermediate science and technology program. Throughout the 

session participants explored scientific method and inquiry models through hands-on participation in practical and engaging 

activities. At the end of the session participants received access to a series of inquiry activities for each strand in the intermediate 

science and technology program. 

 

March 31, 2014 – Combined Power to Play! and Power to Explore!  

Presenter: Amy Skeotch, Registered Dietitian, Dairy Farmers of Canada  

 

Power to Play! is a superhero-themed program encouraging 

healthy eating and active living for primary students. Power to 

Explore! is a healthy-living junior program that gives students 

the power to explore their personal food and activity choices as 

they build an awareness and develop skills to improve health. 

Each participant received a free kit!  

  

April 7, 2014 – The Art & Science of a Successful Interview 

Presenter: Sylvia van Campen, ETFO Presenter on the Road  

 

This energized workshop was just in time for LTO Roster Interviews. This workshop was prepared after interviewing 14 principals 

around the province for feedback on interviewing candidates. Sylvia shared the seven themes the interview questions would be 

based on as required with the new regulation, the importance of a personal educational philosophy, preparing for the interview, and 

how to answer interview questions and much more. Participants left with many ideas and resources they could use to prepare 

themselves for this important process. 

 

April 9, 2014 – The Bluewater Basics 

Presenter: Amy Doherty, BWDSB 7/8 Numeracy & Literacy Coach  

 

In this session a basic overview of what a teacher needs to know and demonstrate in Bluewater was presented. Many topics were 

covered as they are in NTIP such as: mindsets, differentiated instruction, inquiry, teaching through problem solving, 3 part lesson, 

accountable talk, assessment, gradual release of responsibility, integration of technology, Bluewater Writing Assessment and many 

more…  

 

April 15, 22 & 29, 2014 – ETFO 3 Part Series - Strategies for Surviving While Smiling 

Presenter: Tawnya Johntson, ETFO Presenter  

 

This practical workshop covered a wide variety of instructional strategies to enhance daily 

planning and programs. The series also focused on ways to build a safe learning 

environment by addressing equity issues and effective classroom management. Everyone 

received a course binder and the new ETFO resource, “The Heart and Art of Teaching and 

Learning”.    

 

May 5, 2014 – Power 2B Me 

Kathy Furgala, Registered Dietitian, Dairy Farmers of Canada 

Amy Skeotch, Registered Dietitian, Dairy Farmers of Canada 

 

Power 2B Me is an intermediate-level, cross curricular program that enables student to identify personal reasons to eat well. Grade 

7 & 8 students explore personal healthy eating challenges and consider relevant solutions to make better food choices in various 

situations. Each participant received a free kit! 

 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS: 
Physical Education for OTs & Regular Employment Insurance 

Information Session 
 

Happy Professional Learning! Amanda Anderson, PL Chair 


